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but as she had retired from the stage lie could not hope to
see her once more enthral a metropolitan audience. On the
occasion, however, of her brother, Charles Kemble, requiring
aid, she generously came forward with an offer to im-
personate Queen Katherine in Henry the Eighth. The
advertisement appeared in clue time, and besides the irresis-
tible attraction of Mrs. Siddons's name, playgoers read
that John Kemble would appear in the part of Cardinal
Wolsey, Charles in that of Cromwell, Pope in that of King-
Henry, Miss Foote as Ann Boleyn, and that even the-
subordinate parts were to be filled by actors of assured
repute. The popular Miss Stephens, moreover, was to sing,
in Queen Katherine's dream, * Angels ever bright and fair,'
and altogether it was calculated that the little theatre in
the Haymarket would be crowded to its utmost limits.
When Severn and a friend/William Haslam,* reached the
doors an hour before the time of opening, the crowd was-
already large: ere long it became so great that the
Haymarket was almost blocked by it. The entrance to the
pit was through a small door and along a narrow passage-
In the struggle which ensued upon the opening of the
doors Severn was separated from his friend and soon after-
wards stumbled and fell, with the result that he was-
speedily trampled into unconsciousness and, indeed, escaped
death by little short of a miracle. At last, as the crowd
thinned, some one noticed that an unfortunate was being-
done to death, if not already dead, and gave the alarm.
The unconscious body ("thin as a skeleton almost, to start
with, and now flattened out like a pancake ") was uplifted
and conveyed over the playgoers' heads to the front of the-
pit, where there was less risk of suffocation. When it was
found that the sufferer was not dead, but at the same time
that he could not " come to," several doctors and medical
students from various parts of the house volunteered their

* William Haslam, whose name is so familiar to all students of
Keats's life and work, will be referred to frequently further on. He
was about a year older than Keats, as he was born some time in 1795.
He died in 1852.ge mixture of childlike vanitv, genuine;(for she had
